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the Mulud, the birthday of the Prophet   Even the
annual festivity of the students was aiFecteds for the
expected to play the part of Sultan of the tolba, during
this week of merrymaking, found himself in a much
less enviable position
In the autumn these troubles came to a head There
is no doubt that the Nationalists, feeling they had the
support of many Europeans with Left Wing tendencies3
thought the Government would not dare to take decisive
action. Allal-el-Fassi and his advisers did not realize
that the Republic was now fully alive to the dangers of
the situation, and that responsible politicians of all
parties, w^th the possible exception of the Communists^
united HI the desire to see order kept in North Africa
All sorts of people had a finger in the Moroccan pie
Propaganda from Nationalist and Republican sources
intended for consumption in Spanish Morocco poured
over the border. The Germans, on the other hand, do
not seem to have meddled at all, and the Italians,
contrary to general belief, confined their broadcasting
propaganda to the glorification of their own work in
Tripoli and Gyrenica Pan-Islam enthusiasts in Pales-
tine and Egypt and Syria undoubtedly were involved,
and the appearance of the hammer and sickle in the
towns gave evidence of the activities of Russian, French,
and Spanish Communists. On the whole the Nation-
alists received far more support from Communists than
they ever did from Fascist sources. Not that the
Arabs were in the least inclined towards Communism,
for such doctrines did not attract them at all But they
anticipated the Left Wing Europeans, with all their talk
of equality and the rights of man, would support thek
claims with vigour and hamper the Government in any
measures it decided to take
13